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Amendment to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of managing data packets 
in a network comprising: 

determining whether a low resource condition exists in fefee 
a shared memory SLibsystem at a first time ; 

if a low resource condition exists in the shared memory 
subsystem at the first time: 

marking a current data packet as a marked data packe t:; 

processing an array of data packets, wherein each data 
packet in the array is flagged for buffering; 

checking the resource condition in the shared memory 
subsystem at a second time later than the firsc time ; and 

returning to the marked data packet an d removing all 
buffering flags from the data packets if the resources are not 
low in the shared memory subsystem at the second later time- ^ 

copying all flaggod data packoto to a buffer; and 

copying all remaining data packets to ■ a hoot memory . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim l, further 
comprising : 

receiving the array of data packets; and 
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copying the array of data packets into a shared memory of 
the shared memory subsystem , 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1/ further 
comprising providing a software driver with descriptors oC each 
of the array of data packets.* 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, further 
comprising copying the array of data packets to ^fehe a host 
memory if a low resource condition does not exist in the network 
at the first time . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, further 
comprising determining each of the array of data packets - In the 
a r rray has been processed . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2, further 
comprising copying the array of data packets to the host memory 
in the order the data packets were receivesd, 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 2, further 
comprising receiving the array of data packets with a network 
controller. 

8 . (Currently Amended) A method of transferring data 
packets comprising: 
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[narking a f irot specific received data packet; 

flagging the apecific packet and a plurality of 

sxibsecruent ly received data packets for buffering with buffering 
flags ; 

Bubaequent to flagging the plurality of subsequently 
received data packets^ determining network resources are 
available; and 

reinoving ^fty the buffering flags based on the determining 
network resources are available beginning with the marked firat 
data packcte - 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 8, further 
comprising determining initial network re£30urcea are lowlimitod. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 8, further 
comprising copying each data packet to a host memory subsequent 
to removing the buffering flags , 

11. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, further 
compr i sing , prior to marking the specific received data pa cket : 

receiving data packets; and 

copying the data packets into a shared memory. 
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12. (original) The method of Claim 11, further comprising 
copying the data packets to the host memory in the order the 
data packets were received - 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 8, wherein the 
specific packet and the plurality of siobsequently received data 
packets are included in an array of data packets / and fur-her 
comprising processing aft the array of data packets, 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus, including 
instructions residing on a machine -readable storage medium, for 
use in a machine system to handle a plurality of instructions, 
the instructions causing the machine to: 

determine whether a low resource condition exists in fefee a 

network at a first time ; 

if a low resource condition exists in the shared memory 

subsystem at the first time: 

mark a current data packet as a marked data packet ; 
process an array of data packets, wherein each data packet 

in the array is flagged for bufferings- 
check the resource condition in the network at a second 

time later than the first time ; and 

return to the marked data paclcot and removing all buffering 

flags from the data packets if the resources are not lowr 
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u opy all flagged data packcto to a h^ j^- ors an^ 
copy all remaining data paclcctQ to a hoot rnGmor^^ . 

15. (original) The apparatus of Claim 14, further causing 
the machine to provide a software driver with descriptors of 
each data packet. 

16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 14, further 
causing the machine to copy the array o£ data packets to ^-he a 
host memory if a low resource condition does not exist in the 
network at the first time - 

17. (original) The apparatus of Claim 14, further causing 
the machine to determine whether each data packet in the array 
has been processed, 

IS. (original) The apparatus of Claim 15, further causing 
the machine to copy the data packets to the host memory in the 
order the data packets were received ♦ 

19- (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
subsequent to the second time, copying all flagged data 
packets to a buffer, 

20. (New) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
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subsequent to the second time, copying all unf lagged data 
packets to a host memory. 
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